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H. Holmes, Kansas City; H. C. Harney, Kirks- 
ville; E. R. Hedrick, Columbia. 

At the business meeting provision was 
made for the submission to the members of 
amendments to the constitution providing for 
the enlargement of the society so as to include 
teachers of science. In future mathematics 
and science sections will be held in addition to 
the general meetings. The next meeting will 
be held in April or May at Columbia. A 
more complete report of the meeting may be 
found in School Science and Mathematics. 

L. D. Ames, 
Secretary. 

DlSCUSSIOy AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

RELATION OF MUSEUMS TO EXPERTS. 

To THE Editor of Science: The letter from 
Dr. Holland on ' The Relations of Museums 
to Experts and Systematists who are Engaged 
in Working Up and Naming Collections,' 
published in Science for December 15, seems 
to me altogether too general and too sweeping 
for universal acceptance. While I agree with 
Dr. Holland, fully, in his idea that all ma- 
terial borrowed from a museum or from a 
collector should be promptly and scrupulously 
returned, I think there are many cases in 
which a monographer or a student of a special 
group is fully entitled to retain material which 
may be sent him for identification. We are 
all supposed to be working for the advance- 
ment of science — for the establishment of 
definite facts. If a collector happens to find 
material which he is incompetent to use, which 
he can not place and of which he can not 
recognize the value he should, as a true and 
philanthropic student, send it to some one who 
has the ability to use it for the help of other 
workers. Museum material is worthless so 
long as it remains unknown and unidentified, 
and call be made of value only when it is 
recognized as forming a certain link in the 
chain. The specialist who visits a museum 
is in honor bound to leave its specimens in- 
tact, but the museum maker, the collector, 
has no right to ask busy workers for their 
time and labor without some courtesy in the 
form of a return. ' In my own work I have 
sent hundreds of specimens to specialists for 



identification and description of new species, 
and have never asked, or expected, that the 
material would be returned to me. I have 
also worked over many collections made by 
others and have not hesitated to retain such 
specimens as I wanted for myself. When a 
specialist is willing to take the time and 
trouble to study a collection — at my request — 
the smallest courtesy I can offer him is the 
retention of the material with which he has 
worked. If I do not have full confidence in 
him as an authority in that particular group 
I do not send him my unstudied material. 
Of course there are cases in which a collector 
finds a specimen which he can not place, but 
which he recognizes as being rare or unique, 
and then he is perfectly justified in submitting 
it to an expert and asking for its return, but 
such cases should not constitute a general rule. 
Dr. Holland expresses the idea that all ma- 
terial studied should remain the permanent 
property of the original owner. It seems to 
me that a distinction should be made. When 
a worker in any line visits a museum, or f<>- 
cures the loan of material for study, he is the 
party favored, and can have no claim; but 
when a museum or a collector asks the special- 
ist to work a lot of unrecognized material the 
worker is justly entitled to such reward as he 
may find in the retention of the specimens to 
which he has given his time and work. 



S. M. Tracy. 



BiLoxi, Miss. 



THE LETTERS K AND W IN ZOOLOGICAL 
NOMENCLATURE. 

In Science of September 29, page 399, I 
referred to a practise prevalent in certain 
quarters, of changing the letters k and w to 
c and V, respectively, whenever they occur in 
generic and specific names of animals.^ At 

^ I there attributed the change of Kogia to 
Gogia to Dr. D. G. Elliot; but I find that he did 
not originate it. The form Cogia was used years 
ago by Wallace (1876), Blanford (1891) and 
Lydekker (1891). The late Br. W. T. Blanford 
had curiously little respect for the original form 
of^ names, and even went so far as to alter the 
name of the well-known ant-genus Pheidole to 
Phidole, in Co). Bingham's work on the ants of 
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the end of the article I suggested that if work- 
ing zoologists would send me their votes for 
or against these proposals, I would list the 
names and forward them for publication. I 
give below a list of those voting, all against 
the changes referred to. Many of the voters 
added strong expressions, -condemning the 
practise of altering names, and some wrote 
long and interesting letters. Not a single 
voice was raised in favor of the changes. It 
will be seen that the list, while only moder- 
ately long, includes a highly representative 
series of names : 

Frank C. BAKfeR, Chicago Academy of Sciences. 
[Mollusca.] 

Paul BaRTsch, assistant curator. Division of 
Mollusca, 17. S. Nat. Museum. 

C. J. S. Bethune, editor Canadian Entomologist. 

Philip P. Calvert, University of Pennsylvania, 
[Odonata.] 

Thomas L. Casey, U. S. A. [Coleoptera, Mol- 
lusca.l 

H. L. Clark, Olivet College. [Bchinoderms.] 

Edwin W. Doran, Biological Department, James 
Millikih IJniversity. 

E. P. FELt, state entomologist of New York. 

L. S. FrieRson, Frierson, La. [Mollusca.] 

K. W. Gentiie, assistant professor of natural 
history. Trinity College, Hartford, Conn. 

JOSEPH Grinnell, Pasadena, Calif. [Birds.] 

Junius Henderson, curator of museuih. Univer- 
sity of Colorado. [Birds, Mollusca.] 

L. O. Howard, chief of Bureau of Entomology, 
U. S. Department Agriculture. 

David StaRb Jordan, president of Stanford Uni- 
versity. 

J. Percy Moore, University of Pennsylvania. 
[Vermes.] 

Henry F. Nachtribb, professor of animal biol- 
ogy. University of Minnesota. 

J. G. Nebdham, Lake Forest, Ills. [Entomol- 
ogy.] 

Oscar W. Oestlund, University of Minnesota. 
[AphididiB.] 

Geo. W. Peckham, Milwaukee, Wis. [Arach- 
nida.] 

Mary J. Rathbun, U. S. Nat. Museum. [Crus- 
tacea,] 

H. M. Smith, Bureau of Fisheries, Washington. 

CHas. p. SigebfooS, professor of zoology. Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. 

IridM ( which" hei was editing), quite without the 
approval of the author himself I 



C. W. Stiles, Public Health and Marine Hos- 
pital Service. [Helminthology.] 

F. M. Webster,, Bureau of Entomology, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

It occurs to me that it might become a use- 
ful custom to talie votes on questions of wide 
interest through the agency of Science; not- 
for the purpose of enforcing rules or decisions, 
but in order to bring out and crystallize public 
opinion. When there were many votes on 
each side, the editor or the voters might be 
asked to choose one on each side to present 
the arguments in full. 

T. D. A. C. 



SPECIAL ARTICLES. 
THE classification OF MOSQUITOES. 

Recent authors have subdivided the Cu- 
licidse in various ways, although using mainly 
the same set of characters. It seems, how- 
ever, that the best and most natural group- 
ing •consists in the recognition of three sub- 
families, as follows : 

I. Anophelin^. , Defined by the long ellip- 
tical compressed thorax ; the palpi are long in 
both sexes; the metanotum is without hairs. 
The larvae have a short sessile breathing ap- 
paratus and are surface feeders, being supplied 
with fan-shaped tufts on the dorsum, which 
serve as an attachment to the water film. A 
ventral brush or rudder is present on the last 
segment after the first stage. The larvae live 
in all kinds' of water, from that in hollow 
trees to the edges of swift streams, depending 
upon the species in question. They all re- 
quire a comparatively extended surface, owing 
to. their habits of surface feeding. Contains 
the genus Anopheles and its subdivisions. 

II. Culicin^. Defined by the short round- 
ed thorax ; the palpi are generally short in the 
female, sometimes short in the male also; the 
metanotum is without hairs. The larvse have 
a long breathing tube, always longer than wide, 
and are not surface feeders. A ventral brush 
or rudder is present on the last segment after 
the first stage. The larvse live in permanent 
or temporary stagnant pools or puddles; sev- 
eral species are addicted to hollow trees and 
one livies. only in wat^r-wom holes in rocks. 
A few species are predaceous, feeding ex- 



